
Trinity 5 

My dear Friends, 

"Let all the world in every corner sing my God and King!" is a hymn that many of you will know and 
remember. It was not however written as a hymn. It came from the pen of the Reverend George 
Herbert (1593-1633) one of the famous metaphysical poets. Herbert was from an aristocratic family 
and was educated at Westminster School and Trinity College, Cambridge. He became MP for 
Montgomery and was noticed by King James the First. He seemed set for a brilliant career in public 
life. However ill health brought on a change of course and he took Holy Orders. He combined his 
priestly duties with his poetry and produced many pieces which have subsequently been put to music. 
Herbert was not to see this, for after only three years of saintly and simple ministry, he succumbed to 
consumption.  

George Herbert died thirty years before the Great Plague of 1665, which killed 100,000 people. 
However diseases which are curable now would often swiftly cause the demise of all ages and 
backgrounds. Living conditions and health care were vastly inferior to those we enjoy now and both 
rural and urban poor were vulnerable. Nevertheless throughout history in these shores, tiny country 
parish churches and majestic metropolitan cathedrals continued worship during epidemics, famines, 
floods, civil war and global conflicts. The worship has changed over the decades but often singing has 
been an integral part of our Liturgy inspiring and encouraging the Faithful. Whether it has been 
exquisite Choral services in our city churches, hearty congregational hymnody or more contemporary 
lively worship groups and bands.  

Our predecessors would have found it extraordinary that we have been prevented by government 
decree from public worship including singing. We have had it explained to us the great risks of 
spreading this deadly virus by breathing out, especially when we sing so we have obeyed this rule in 
the last months. Gradually we have welcomed music back, first with the piano and then when safe, 
the organ. Then our directors of music with small groups of specific choristers have beautifully 
enhanced our services with some anthems and hymns. Now we have the opportunity to sing as a 
congregation. The Church in Wales and Welsh Government have given updated guidance stating that 
they are not saying singing is safe but we can manage congregational singing in low prevalence areas 
and times. We have to wear face coverings and are urged not to sing loudly. We must continue to 
observe social distancing and hygiene methods.  

Nevertheless we are pleased that this aspect of our communal worship of Almighty God will resemble 
something closer to that with which we are familiar and love. Fortunately our organists, choristers and 
music directors will still be there to lead us and sing parts of our services as they have done so 
throughout the time permitted. The pandemic has made us aware of what and who we treasure and 
value, I hope including those who bring joy and uplifting experience to our Church life. As George 
Herbert wrote,  

"The heavens are not too high,  
His praise may thither fly; 
The earth is not too low,  
His praises there may grow." 

Best wishes and prayers 
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath.  


